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#1 Leah Hochman 
Leah Hochman was the valedictorian in middle 

school and she’s now the valedictorian for the 

Class of 2019. Leah described her sophomore year 

as very difficult.  Her GPA had decreased and 

there was “this moment” where she realized she 

needed to improve and make a change. Leah 

worked really hard to get to where she is. She gave 

up a lot of her sleep, social life, and mental health. 

Her desire to work hard and improve caused her to 

maintain a balance to get things done, but still pri-

oritize her mental and physical health. Despite all 

the challenges in her life she continued to perse-

vere, leading to a huge improvement in her junior 

year, academically and mentally. Leah's advice to 

students is to know the importance of mental 

health and be in the right headspace. The support 

of her family and friends kept her grounded and 

motivated her to keep going when things were at 

their lowest. Her proudest moment in high school 

was being selected for the state choir due to her 

perfect score of 100 for NYSSMA, a professional 

organization that evaluates student musicians in all 

of New York State. Students perform a piece to in 

front of a judge, and she was able to go to Roches-

ter for a week for this event. Leah has been a part 

of FHS Musicals since sophomore year, but it was-

n’t until this year that she got a lead role as Ariel in 

The Little Mermaid. Leah stays long hours for re-

hearsal, sometimes even up to seven o’clock, while 

still having to balance school work. She’s also part 

of Choral and National Honor Society. Leah’s next 

step to reach her goals is to go to college to major 

in Chemical Engineering. She's extremely passion-

ate and involved with renewable energy. As an 

engineer, she wants to help create more efficient, 

affordable, and feasible solutions for renewable 

energy.  Ultimately, she wants renewable energy to 

be more affordable and efficient for a cleaner earth. 

 
#2 Laura Chumpitaz 
For Laura, finding out she was salutatorian for her 

class was a great accomplishment. One of her 

proudest accomplishments was being concertmas-

ter of Sinfonietta honors her senior year. Laura is 

passionate about violin, and achieving that goal 

meant all the long hours of practice paid off. 

Laura’s parents have always been her motivation. 

They are both immigrants who speak a different 

language and worked hard to be successful in a 

place that was unfamiliar to them. It wasn’t easy to 

assimilate, and for that reason, she felt she owed it 

to them to work hard and be successful.  There 

were various sacrifices Laura had to make in order 

to reach her impressive rank. Relentless hours of 

studying meant she didn’t get to sleep as much as 

she wanted to, but it was worth it in the end. Also, 

because of her after school activities and home-

work, she didn’t have much of a social life outside 

of school. She’s very thankful for having an amaz-

ing group of intelligent friends that understood her 

when she wasn’t able to spend time with them and 

for encouraging her to prioritize her academics 

first. Laura plans on majoring in Psychology to 

become a clinical psychologist. Mental health is a 

field she has always felt was overlooked. She’d 

love to be a psychologist for both English and 

Spanish speakers. For Laura, it’s important to have 

representation from every culture, especially since 

mental illness is negatively looked upon in some. 

Additionally, she plans to continue playing violin 

in college and possibly double major with music. 

 
#3 Dehandra Blackwood 
Dehandra has had many achievements in science 

throughout high school, including Science Honor 

Society and working with Hofstra through her sci-

ence research class. She’s the president of National 

Science Honor Society, Class of 2019 Secretary, 

and also an outstanding member of Chorale. 

Dehandra's proudest moment was being in the top 

10 because she didn’t think it was possible. Most 

of the time Dehandra only got four hours of sleep 

balancing work and school.  Her motivation to 

strive was to get scholarships so she could afford 

college. She got accepted into some good schools, 

but she’s still anticipating the responses of some 

other colleges. Dehandra applied to Binghamton, 

Stony Brook, University of Buffalo, Barnard Uni-

versity, Fordham, NYU, and Columbia University. 

She plans on studying for Biochemistry. 

 
#4 Selah Rose 
Two years ago Selah had surgery because she had 

been diagnosed with scoliosis. Despite the devas-

tating process, it was a source of strength that kept 

her motivated to be better when she would return 

to tennis. Selah was amazed at her own determina-

tion to practice and improve physically, and she 

became MVP for the tennis team in 2018. It was 

such a significant moment because it was extracur-

ricular, in addition to her academic efforts. Selah’s 

motivation to keep up with her academics is know-

ing that every little effort mattered and that every-

thing counts towards the bigger picture. She knew 

she couldn’t let herself fall behind, even with 

homework; even something that small adds up. 

Working hard for classes caused her to put a lot of 

pressure on herself, but she’s definitely worked on 

herself and is doing better, mentally and physical-

ly. Her next step is to hopefully attend Columbia 

University and find the right path. 

 
#5 Hailey Brown 
During junior year, Hailey was the lead role as 

Babe Williams for FHS musical The Pajama 

Game. She was extremely proud of herself, as in 

previous years she was only an ensemble. Hailey is 

very thrilled this year for getting the role as Ursula 

in The Little Mermaid musical because she loves 

the storyline. This is also Hailey’s first time play-

ing a villian. Music is also one of Hailey’s pas-

sions, so it meant a lot to be part of select chorale. 

Ever since middle school she had a goal to be in 

the top ten of her class. She describes herself as 

very goal-oriented. Hailey’s motivation to succeed 

in high school was the support of her family. She’s 

also a perfectionist, and that makes her stay on top 

her responsibilities and allows her to stay ahead. 

 The average teen is supposed to have 8 to 10 hours 

of sleep, but since freshman year Hailey can’t say 

that she’s successfully had a good sleep. However, 

she has experienced a lot of growth as a person and 

learned to put less pressure on herself. Hailey’s 

goal is to not get herself into debt, and to attend a 

college where she can excel academically and so-

cially. Her dream college is Barnard University, 

with New Paltz or Binghamton a close second. She 

wants to study clinical psychology on a pre medi-

cal track,and once she finishes her bachelors, Hai-

ley is off to medical school to become a psychia-

trist. 

 
#6 Clara Petta 
The morning Clara heard that she was number six 

was her proudest moment because of all the hard 

work she put in.  She’s most proud of the amount 

of effort she put in during junior year, a year so 

significant for college applications. She struggled 

the most with physics, so she went to morning re-

views and extra help after school. In fact, one day 

she had review from two in the afternoon to ten in 

night.She worked really hard for that class and 

eventually excelled.  Aside from working hard in 

school, Clara also put in time at her job. She was 

exhausted but it was all worth it. Clara has been in 

Parking Spots, or Parking Nots?! 
Chela Santiago ‘20  

Here at Freeport High School there have been 

many complaints about the availability of parking 

for students and staff. More space is needed in the 

parking lot and in front of the school to create less 

congestion and give more room for students and 

faculty members that drive blocks away just to 

park. 
    An FHS junior who would like to remain anony-

mous said, “I usually have to rush to leave because 

I have a time limit on my parking spot. It’s just so 

cluttered and people don’t know how to drive, so 

sometimes I get stuck-in between people’s cars.” 

FHS should talk to the village about creating a 

whole new parking lot, or allow students and staff 

to park on the side blocks.  These streets have ab-

solutely no cars parked during the school day. 
    FHS junior Jasmine Figueroa echoed this idea. 

“I can barely find parking, it’s terrible. I think there 

should be a separate section for students and then 

for grown-ups, because they think we shouldn’t be 

driving anyways,” she said. 
    Many students and staff consider parking irritat-

ing and disarranged in the mornings, and especially 

in the afternoons. FHS administrative assistant Ms. 

Tondra Jackson had a few things to say.  “Having 

more space can be considered safer and convenient 

to all drivers having a tough time to find parking, 

and it’s worse when it’s cold outside and you have 

to walk blocks to where you parked,” she said. 
   The village of Freeport should look into freeing 

up space for parking since we have valid reasons 

for needing more space. It doesn’t even have to be 

all the blocks open to park during school hours, 

just 1-2 blocks.   In addition to the parking lot, that 

should provide more than enough space for every-

one driving. 

Continued on page 4 
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From the Desk of the Editor 

Juniors Prepare for Senior Year 

 
With senior year just around the corner, the class of 2020 is scrambling to finalize their decisions. It’s a stress-

ful time for us, focusing on our academics, but also prom, the senior trip, and yearbook pictures,. Junior year is 

also about preparing for your college applications and thinking about what you want to do after high school. 
 Junior year is about giving your best in all areas, including getting your exams done, such as the SAT 

and ACT.  For many of us, it means not only preparing for exams, but meeting deadlines, excelling in sports, 

and so much more. This can be overwhelming, so it is best to stay organized and prioritize. Motivation is the 

key to success. 
 Although all these thoughts and responsibilities are occupying our heads, we have to remember to take a 

step back and enjoy our year. You will hear many teachers say that your high school years fly by, and they are 

correct. 
 This year will define your future, so make it count; but don’t forget to be present.   

Edi tor ia l  

Freeport High School’s newspaper, Flashings, is a limited public 

forum of, by, and for the students.  Communication with the stu-

dent body is one of our main priorities.  All copy will be written 

with integrity, awareness and sensitivity on the part of the student. 

All submitted material will be reviewed by the editors and advisor.  

Any material that is found to be obscene, libelous and disruptive to 

civic order will not be published.  Material cannot be prohibited be-

cause it criticizes the school policy or practice.  The views expressed 

in their publication do not necessarily reflect the opinions of the 

editors, advisors or administration. 
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Black History Month a Resounding Success 
Arianna Martinez ‘22  

Black History Month was celebrated all across the 

country this past February. African-Americans can 

take time to see what the people before them 

fought for. It is a time to recognize the central role 

that they played in U.S history. It is a time of re-

joicing, celebrating, and giving thanks to their 

ancestors for fighting for the rights that they have 

now. 
FHS celebrated Black History Month on 

Thursday, February 28th. All schools from the 

district came together and had a concert to cele-

brate this special event, and children of all grades 

and ages participated. The schools that performed 

were Columbus Avenue, Archer Street, New Vi-

sions, Bayview Avenue, Leo F. Giblyn, Caroline 

G. Atkinson, J.W. Dodd Middle School and Free-

port High School. All performed pieces of singing, 

dance, step, or instruments to celebrate the 

 heritage of African-Americans. 
Students, children, parents, teachers, prin-

cipals, directors and administrators gathered to-

gether to enjoy the performances. Each school had 

a touch of African-American groove.  Highlights 

included elementary schools dancing, Giblyn per-

forming a step routine to the beat of African 

drums, and the singing of choirs. 
One soloist part of the FHS 9th grade 

select chorus group, Elise Smith, spoke about the 

importance of the event. ¨ Black History Month is 

a way to commemorate the struggles many inno-

cent people went through just to do normal every-

day things,¨ she said. With the other chorus mem-

bers behind her, she had the solo of the song 

¨Summertime from Porgy and Bess¨ by George 

Gershwin. The song was sung by a African Ameri-

can woman in the opera called ¨Porgy and Bess¨ in 

the early 1900´s. ¨ I was honored to be able to help 

recognize such a significant part of history,¨ said 

Smith. 
Another singer, FHS ninth grader Sam-

merah Lawal, also had something to say about the 

concert. ¨It  is a way to show that people of color 

DO matter!¨ said Lawal. She believes that all races 

are equal and that it is ¨extremely¨ important for 

people to celebrate Black History Month. 
Audience member Lucia Martinez was 

there representing  State Senator John Brooks. 

¨The whole program was just amazing and it was 

beautiful just to see that the school is keeping the 

importance of Black History alive,¨ said Martinez. 

She has three children in Freeport Schools. The 

performances were ¨extraordinary,¨ and she hopes 

that they will continue this for generations to 

come. 
Not only was there a concert, but there 

was also “beautiful” art on display. The art showed 

pictures of African Americans, drums and all 

kinds of things relating to the occasion.  Made by 

students of all ages, it showed the symbolism and 

importance of African-American heritage. 
Altogether, the celebration captured many 

eyes and allowed people of every race to enjoy and 

rejoice in the legacy of African Americans. 

“People of color are people of culture, intelligence, 

and have every quality any other man has,” said 

Lawal. Black history affected and continues to 

affect everyone in the world today. 

The FHS Art Expo had a variety of fun and excit-

ing exhibits, with interesting items to purchase and 

special people to see in the school gym. So many 

different artists showed their work and gave useful 

information and advice, especially for those inter-

ested in artistic careers. 
FHS students also created artworks on 

display in the main entrance and lobby, as part of 

the school’s Art Supervisors Association exhibit. 

Senior Patricia Guerrero made an acrylic painting 

using various colors, a picture of her group of 

friends stacked on each other. The picture was 

meant to capture a present happy moment with the 

people she cares for, and will keep her motivated 

to complete her future artwork. 

A large majority of FHS students can be found on 

Instagram and Snapchat making videos with fil-

ters, dancing videos, and memes, all trying to get 

as many likes, views, and follows as possible. 

While those apps are used to mainly show off 

one’s best features, the only app that has the ability 

to inform the masses is Instagram. However, what 

about Twitter, which was ranked number 12 on a 

January 2019 list of the most popular social media 

applications? 
Twitter seems to be the outlier that many 

know about, but only some have capitalized on its 

usefulness for a myriad of news, humor, and inter-

esting communicative properties in its 280 charac-

ter limit. The general question among those who 

don’t use Twitter is how to use it. “It’s over-

whelming. It’s just an enormous time-suck for the 

amount of information you get from it,” said Ann 

Feely, a 51-year-old wine marketer (who happens 

to be a Facebook and Instagram regular) in an arti-

cle from TheGuardian.com. 

While there is no particular guide to it, 

Twitter can be described as the ultimate example 

of exemplifying free speech. With 280 characters 

to type within, Twitter encourages you to say 

whatever is on your mind within that word count 

limit. 
Twitter is a popular application amongst 

teenagers and adults alike; in fact, it is quite popu-

lar with athletes, artists, actors, politicians and 

media spokespeople. Now, what does this have to 

do with Freeport students? Well, FHS hosts a di-

versified crop of educated, humorous, and unique 

students. Twitter is also an app that has many uses 

aside from the endless memes, such as being an 

adequate news outlet and conversationalist panel 

for students to voice what’s on their mind in short, 

digestible monologues, pictures, or videos that 

have the ability to spark interesting conversation. 
Due to the immense amount of students 

who don’t watch or read the news, Twitter can 

easily be used as a news outlet for those who don’t 

tune in. In addition, adults and the elderly alike can 

simply go to their search bar and see the immedi-

ate news for their own interests: sports, politics, or 

other entertainment. When used to its fullest ca-

pacity, Twitter shows that it is a better social me-

dia site for news than apps such as Instagram and 

Snapchat, while still being a place for hilarious 

personalities to sound off. 
Twitter is also a great promotional media 

resource for scholars and athletes. The platform 

hosts many college accounts that inform students 

on what they have to offer, and can be a simple 

way of communication and scouting for colleges 

that may be interested. 
While Instagram and Snapchat may rule 

the majority of Freeport High School’s social me-

dia users, Twitter ultimately is one of the most 

useful and unique social media long term commit-

ments. 

News Outlet? Meme Central? Pointless App? Twitter in Freeport 

Julian Desrosiers ‘20  

FHS Art Dazzles Spectators 
Rocio Ruiz ‘19 & Jasmine Figueroa ‘20  
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Top Ten Continued 

 

accelerated classes since 5th grade. Looking back, 

she believes her younger self would be proud of 

how far she's gotten. She had a great support sys-

tem and the people that surrounded her were good 

friends who helped motivate her. Her goal is to get 

accepted into a good college and not be in debt. 

Clara’s dream college is Boston University and her 

career goal is to be an electrical engineer or a 

physics teacher. 

 
#7 Valentina Vinasco 
Valentina’s proudest moment was on the last day 

of school of her junior year, when she thought, 

“Wow. I made it through the toughest year of high 

school.” She didn’t expect herself to be ranked in 

the top ten, so hearing the great news gave her so 

much joy. In order to excel in classes, most Friday 

nights she would do school work instead of going 

out. There were moments where she needed to be 

there for her mother and niece, two special and 

important people to take care of, but it was diffi-

cult because of school. What kept her motivated 

was knowing that she needed to do this, and she 

wanted to make her mother proud. Valentina’s 

next step is to study for nursing in Adelphi Univer-

sity and find the right path. She also wants to be 

able to explore more of this world. 

 
#8 Daisy Abuello 
Daisy describes herself as introverted. Her proud-

est moment was singing at her church because she 

pushed herself beyond what she thought she could 

do. She’s also proud of taking AP Chemistry last 

year and challenging herself. In the process she 

became stronger, was able to handle criticism, and 

learned to persevere.  What kept her motivated is 

knowing that whatever she did now was going to 

affect her in the future. “Things may be hard and 

tough now, but it won’t always be this way,” she 

thought. Daisy pushed herself to work as hard as 

she could and made the most of the opportunity 

she was given. She said she owes it to her family 

for working so hard to get her here, and she wanted 

to make the best of the opportunity. She put aside a 

lot of socializing in order to focus more on study-

ing and doing work. Since some people can be 

distractions, Daisy cut ties with friendships that 

weren’t helping her focus Her goal is to major in 

biochemistry and go to medical school to become a 

doctor of emergency medicine. Her top choice is 

Stony Brook University, and her advice to other 

students is: “Don’t compare yourself to others. 

Don’t compare your talents or specialties, because 

I’ve fallen into that and neglected my own abili-

ties. Focus on what you have and make the best of 

it.” 

 
#9 Savannah Natoli-Alabre 
Savannah got accepted into John Jay College of 

Criminal Justice and that’s where she plans on 

studying forensic psychology. Her proudest mo-

ment was National Honors Society and staying on 

the high honor roll for every quarter, no matter 

what other activities she had. In addition to school, 

she had soccer practice and a part-time job. 

  Savannah was proud of being in the top ten, and 

what kept her motivated was her parents and not 

disappointing them. Most of the time she chose to 

do homework and get her work done instead of 

hanging out with friends. Her goal is to graduate 

from college and become a forensic psychologist 

so she can give back to the world by helping peo-

ple in need. 

 
#10 Elizabeth Hastings 
Being a varsity athlete for Cheer can make it diffi-

cult to balance school work and cheer. Elizabeth 

made sure to do homework throughout the day and 

after school she would go to the library to get work 

finished so she wouldn’t be stressed. Cheer kept 

her motivated to keep up with her grades because 

if she didn’t excel she wouldn’t be doing some-

thing she enjoys. Her friends inspired, motivated, 

and kept her focused. Her advice to students is: 

“Make sure you stay on task and practice time 

management, because it’s key.”  Elizabeth is com-

mitted to SUNY Oneonta for fashion merchandis-

ing and she plans to have a career in the fashion 

industry. 

Are you curious and have investigative skills? 

Can you balance your time? 

Are you good at building relationships and teamwork? 

Then Flashings is for you! 

Stop by room 206 Tuesdays or Thursdays after-school  

Or see Mr. Farrell or Ms. O’Hara 

Career Day 2019 
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Sacrifices for Good Skin 
Kymora House ‘20 

Senora Yodowitz  - The Inside Scoop 
Jasmine Figueroa ‘20 

Ms.Yodowitz (aka Ms.Yo) is a phenomenally spec-

tacular woman who has been a teacher at  FHS for 

the past twenty-one-and-a-half years. She gener-

ously agreed to answer some questions for Flash-

ings reporter Jasmine Figueroa. 

 
Q: How did you get into teaching  Did you al-

ways want to do this job? 
Ms. Yo: I think I’ve always wanted to be a teacher. 

 I used to play school with all the kids on the block 

when I was little, and then by the time I was in high 

school I definitely knew I wanted to pursue it. I felt 

like, the way a lot of my teachers, particularly my 

math teachers, the way they taught, not to criticize 

math teachers, but I couldn't follow along with 

what was going on in class. Then I’d get a tutor, 

and he would explain it to me and I would get it 

right away . So I felt kids just need a teacher who 

would do whatever they have to do to make things 

clear.  There was a really a quick minute where I 

thought about being a lawyer, a youth advocate.. 

And I went to law school for one semester, hated it 

and dropped out, and went back to school to get my 

masters in teaching. 

   

Q: What are some things you most enjoy about 

teaching?   
Ms. Yo: All the money, fame, cool parties, jk.  I 

like it when I see a kid(I think all the teachers prob-

ably say the same thing), but I like it when I see a 

kid get it, or they tell me they get it.  They’re like, 

“Ohhh, now I get it.” That's the happiest time for 

me. Or when kids get involved in a conversation, 

especially if its a kid who’s not normally involved 

and we’re talking about something new, or reading 

a new book and all of a sudden someone’s animat-

ed & involved.  That makes me really happy. 

 
Q: What are some of your favorite units to 

teach? 
Ms. Yo: My favorite novel to teach is To Kill a 

Mockingbird.”  I feel like everyone should read it 

in every grade.  I read it in 9th grade, as a fresh-

man in college, and again in graduate school. 

 Then I started teaching it when I started here at 

FHS, and every time I see something new or realize 

something else.  It’s such a good story, such an 

important story, that I really enjoy. 

 
Q: What are some of the biggest challenges of 

being a teacher? 
Ms. Yo: Lack of AC in the summer.  It’s about to 

get warm and it’s going to be miserable.  How ear-

ly school starts, and around regents time it gets a 

little overwhelming with grading papers. An Eng-

lish teacher has a lot to grade because grading es-

says takes a long time, but you know, it’s part of 

the job, and I knew it was.  I guess another thing 

would be when I have a student in class who just 

refuses to buy into it, like they don't want to be part 

of anything, they don’t even give it a shot. Give it a 

shot first before you say, “I'm not interested in this” 

or “I don’t care.”  That always makes me sad be-

cause I feel everybody should try first. Maybe 

you’ll like it. And if you don't, “Oy, you still gotta 

do it anyways to graduate.” 

 
Q: What do you do in your free time?  I know 

you’re a devoted mom. 
Ms. Yo: I'm pretty boring.  Taking care of Jordan 

is pretty much my whole life.  I like crossword 

puzzles, reading, Netflix. 

Diets, over the counter medicines, face masks, and 

at-home remedies are a few things people do for 

“flawless” skin. Studies show women spend up to 

$400 a month on facial care products that at times 

make acne worse. Social media has played a big 

role in how much acne is frowned upon, leading 

people to spend ridiculous amounts of money to 

fulfill these unrealistic expectations. 
Up to 50 million people suffer with this 

common skin condition annually. During my fresh-

man year I suffered with terrible acne, which low-

ered my self esteem and caused me to feel down. 

After spending lots of unnecessary money on prod-

ucts with no results and cutting meat out of my diet, 

nothing was working. Eventually I went to the der-

matologist, and after a couple of months my skin 

cleared tremendously. 
Many students have had similar experienc-

es.  FHS senior Bianca White said, “Having acne 

was hard for me freshman year since I was new to 

the high school, but it was something I had to get 

over.” 
With social media being so popular with 

our generation, teenagers are constantly comparing 

themselves to internet famous people. This can lead 

to insecurities among people who feel they are una-

ble to look like them. “ Social media plays a big 

role in how I see myself, said FHS junior Chela 

Santiago.  “Having acne isn’t seen as natural to 

most people, so when I see people like Zendaya 

who have incredibly clear skin, I purchase facial 

products to get my skin as good as someone like 

her,” she added. 
Dermatologists make excellent salaries 

helping teens and adults cure their acne. With all 

the chemicals in food and allergies, they’re bound 

to make even more. Acne has gotten worse over the 

years due to the foods and beverages we intake. “I 

usually break out after I eat chocolate,” said sopho-

more Jayden De La Rosa. 
Overall, we should all be confident in our 

skin and accept and love ourselves for who we are. 

With all the unrealistic expectations, we must re-

member to always accept our impurities. As sopho-

more Quincy Hunt said, “Your skin is only as great 

as you think it is.” 

Jordi Nunez ‘21 

Spider-Man: Into Spider-Verse 

Spider-Man: Into the Spider-Verse follows Miles 

Morales as he learns how to be Spider-Man after 

the death of Peter Parker. This is made more ur-

gent, as the antagonist Wilson Fisk (Kingpin) has 

built a particle accelerator which would give him 

access to different universes. A side effect of this is 

that multiple versions of Spider-Man from different 

universes appear in this universe. They then team 

up to attempt to destroy this machine and get back 

to their respective universes. 
This movie is different from past theatri-

cal releases in the franchise as it is the first to be 

animated instead of live action. It is also different 

from other movies in that, instead of having Peter 

Parker be the focus of the movie, there is a new 

Spider-Man.  How does this compare to other 

films in the Spider-Man franchise? This one is 

better than the 2002 movie and as good as 2017’s 

Spider-Man: Homecoming. 
There are some important differences between 

Miles Morales and Peter Parker. The first one is 

that in this movie, Peter Parker has been fighting 

crime for years, while Miles only got his powers 

recently. Another difference between the two is 

origin story. Miles was 

bitten by a spider while 

spray painting a wall with 

his uncle, while Peter was 

bitten by a radioactive 

spider while attending a 

public exhibition. 
This movie was a box 

office success, as it ended up making over 300 

million dollars. This will likely lead to there being 

a sequel, or at least another animated superhero 

movie. I would give the movie 8.5/10. 

Wings of Love 
Adia Hottenstein ‘19  

FHS social worker Ms. Brenneis and the students 

of S.AD.D, Students Against Destructive Deci-

sions, came together and created Soar of Kindness 

Wings to create awareness. 
All English teachers were provided with 

feathers to give students to create artwork, which 

later on was turned into wings for display in the 

hallway. Students can take take pictures with the 

wings and post them using 

#SoarofKindnessWings. Having the whole school 

involved was the main goal. 
Ms. Brenneis was pleased with the level 

of participation.  “All the students in the school 

were involved through 

the English department, 

as all English teachers 

handed out the project,” 

she said. 
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Dear KAM 

Our Resident Advice Columnist 
Kaori Mordan ‘20 

Dear Kam, 
I met the light of my life about 8 months ago. My 

cat, Grayson, is a lazy little thing, but he can be 

playful when he wants to be. I found him outside 

on my way home. He was only 4 weeks old. It took 

him some time to adjust, but within a few days he 

was bouncing everywhere. I always look forward to 

seeing him when I come home because he’s always 

at the door waiting. (Probably so I can give him 

food) 
Recently, he’s been a little gloomy. His movements 

are slow and sluggish. He hasn't been eating as 

much, and I even saw him crying. It brought me to 

tears. I always carry him and that always calms him 

down and helps him sleep. But I’m not sure what to 

do. Is he sad? I can’t take him out for walks be-

cause he panics when he’s out. Any advice? 
Broken in Freeport 

 
Dear Broken, 
I first suggest taking the cat to the vet to make sure 

he is okay health-wise. If the cat is okay physically,l 

then I think you should try to take him outside 

more.  Since cats were originally wild, he might 

miss being outside and not enjoy being in the house 

all day. Even if the cat gets very hyper when going 

outside, he still needs his outside time to get sun-

light and explore. If worst comes to worst, talk to 

your vet and see if they have any suggestion on 

what to do. 

 
Dear Kam, 
My mother died when I was young due to health 

issues. I have 2 siblings and we live with my father. 

My father has not married or gone out with some-

one ever since my mom passed away. My older 

brother moved out last year and he lives in Virginia 

now. I’m going away to college soon and my dad is 

going to be alone with my younger brother. I think 

that my dad is lonely and that he should go out 

more. How do I express these feelings to my dad? 
Jean Jacket Boy 

 
Dear Jean Jacket Boy, 
Try to talk to him alone about going out more and 

trying to get out of his shell, but you have to under-

stand that it’s not going to be so easy for him. Eve-

ryone deals with tragedy in different ways. Some 

people need a grand amount of time to get over 

things like this. He might be scared to lose another 

person or he might not want to find another person. 

All you can really do is talk to your dad and figure 

out how he’s feeling. 

 
Dear Kam, 
I recently went on vacation to the Dominican Re-

public this past February. For us Dominicanas, Feb-

ruary is our independence celebration. Because of 

this, my whole family and friends went. One of 

these “friends” that went was an ex. Mind you, my 

boyfriend came along with my family for a week. 

Turns out this ex broke up with his recent girlfriend 

just to tell me he’s in love with me once again. All 

vacation long his conversation only consisted of 

me, explaining why he did what he did, and con-

fronting me about the love he has for me. I like him 

but I can not love him as I did in the past. I’ve 

moved on, but he seems to make it impossible for 

his own good. I’VE BEEN MOVED ON! What 

should I do? 
What Happens in DR Stays in DR 

 
Dear What Happens, 
Give it to your ex straight and tell him that you are 

not interested in him and that you’ve moved on. If 

he can’t accept that then you're going to have to 

further distance yourself from him until he gets the 

point. Remaining friends with your ex while he’s 

constantly confessing his feelings to you could 

jeopardize your current relationship, which isn’t 

good for you either way. Just let your ex know that 

there is no chance for you guys to get back togeth-

er. 

 
Dear Kam, 
I’m 18 years old and in my senior year. I still don't 

know if I’m going to attend college. What would be 

my options if I don’t attend college? I want to go to 

college, it’s just I’m sick and tired of coming to 

school. If I do go to college, what would I major 

in? I want to be guaranteed a good job after college 

and make money. I was a good student academical-

ly and I always put effort into my work. I was al-

ways a really good football player, but my grades 

got me nowhere. I don’t have the same love and 

passion for football anymore. I want to be the first 

in my family to go to college, but I just don’t want 

to go to school again for another 2 years. 
Brock 

 
Dear Brock, 
You are not the only senior that feels this way. I got 

more than one submission saying they have similar 

feelings about life after high school. I know it feels 

like you’re running out of time but you don't have 

to go to college right away. Take your time.  Also, 

college is not for everyone! There are many other 

options that don’t require you to go to college. You 

just need to look into things that you feel you would 

be interested in. Being a high school student can be 

a very stressful time and most people feel like they 

don’t know what they want to do after it ends. 

Don’t worry, you got this! I believe in you. 

 
Dear Kam, 
I’ve got a problem. One of our three dogs got can-

cer for the second time since I’ve been here. She 

has a tumor in her tail. Two days ago her tail actu-

ally “exploded” and we had to go to the hospital 

during the night. Luckily she made it, but Chloe’s 

tail will not stop bleeding anymore. It’s in a band-

age which we have to change every day. She also 

has to wear a thing around her neck so she can’t 

bite the bandage off.  She’s not allowed to go into 

the living room anymore. There’s one other option 

now. The doctor could take off the tail in surgery, 

but for that he also has to take off a part where 

nerves are. Also, she has to go through a lot of pain 

during and after the surgery. She’s already 14 years 

old, so the question is whether to put her through 

that pain or have her continue to wear the neck 

brace in discomfort. The vet said that without the 

surgery she’ll live for another 6 months to 1 year. 

So what should we do? 
Sad Foreigner 

 
Dear Sad Foreigner, 
This is a very hard choice to make and I completely 

understand how you must be feeling right now.  I 

think you shouldn’t get the dog the surgery. Let her 

live out the rest of her life happily. The dog having 

to suffer its last few years of its life isn’t something 

I would personally want my dog to go through.  I 

feel that you should have a discussion with your 

family about this to figure out what do. This is a 

very important decision and I feel like it should not 

be made by only one person. 

 
Dear Kam, 
I’m a really blunt, upfront and straightforward per-

son. Sometimes I say things without thinking and 

end up hurting people’s feelings. I recently lost a 

friend for this reason. She said the way I talk to her 

makes her really mad, that I’m too upfront and 

bold. I personally don’t see a problem with the way 

I speak because it’s just the way I am. We have 

stopped talking to each other since, and it doesn’t 

have an effect on me much, but she was my friend 

and I do miss her sometimes. Should I reach out to 

her even though I feel I did nothing wrong? Or 

should I just let it be and go our separate ways? 
Very Bold Person 

 
Dear Very Bold, 
Having too much pride to the point where your it 

can ruin your friendships isn’t healthy at all. Clear-

ly you feel that what you did was wrong, because if 

you felt it was right then you wouldn’t have written 

to me. I think you should make up to your friend 

because no friendship is worth being lost over 

something that can be changed. There is nothing 

wrong with being bold and upfront, but when it 

comes to friends, that’s not always how you treat 

them. 

 

 

Important June Testing Schedule:  The schedule is as follows for NYS Regents Exams:  
 

Tuesday – 

6/18 
Wednesday – 

6/19 
Thursday – 

6/20 
Friday – 

1/25 
9:15 am 9:15 am 9:15 am 9:15 am 

U.S. History 

& Govern-

ment 

English Lan-

guage Arts 
Transition Ex-

am in Global 

History & Ge-

ography 
  
 

Geometry 

1:15 pm 1:15 pm 1:15 pm  1:15 pm 

Living Envi-

ronment 
Algebra I Physical Set-

ting/ Earth Sci-

ence 

 Algebra II 

Monday—

6/24 
Tuesday—

6/25 
9:15 am 9:15 am 

World Lan-

guage As-

sessment 

Physical Set-

ting/ Chemis-

try 

1:15 pm 1:15 pm 

World Lan-

guage As-

sessment 

Physical Set-

ting/ Physics 

Monday—

6/3 
9:15 am 

Global His-

tory & Ge-

ography II  

Class of 2019 Graduation 

June 22nd at 7 pm at Hofstra University 

Drop your letters off 

to Kam in room 206 


